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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in a first action on the merits of this application. Claims 1-1 1 
are presented for examination. This application is a continuation of application no. 
08/912,991, which has been abandoned. 

Specification 

1 . Claims 1-4, 7, and 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
claims present numerous steps or elements, but omit the word "and" to separate the 
limitations. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined In section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shi et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,875,296, hereinafter "Shi"). 

In considering claim 1, Shi discloses a method of delivering information across a 



computer network, comprising the steps of: 
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Receiving a request from a client program for user-selected information (col. 8, 
lines 16-18, wherein a server receives an HTTP request from a client browser); and 

Transmitting provider-selected information ("login HTML form") in response to the 
request if no qualifying provider-selected message ("cookie," col. 6, lines 54-55) has 
been previously transmitted to the client program (col. 8, lines 26-33, wherein if no 
"cookie" has been transmitted from the provider to the client, then the provider transmits 
provider-selected login HTML form to the client). 

In considering claim 2, claim 2 presents an apparatus for performing the same 
method as described in claim 1 , wherein a server performs the receiving and 
transmitting steps. Shi discloses this server ("server"), and thus, claim 2 is rejected for 
the same reasons as claim 1 . 

In considering claim 3. Shi discloses a method of delivering information across a 
computer network, comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a request from a client program for user-selected information (col. 8, 
lines 16-18, wherein a server receives an HTTP request from a client browser); and 

Transmitting provider-selected information ("login HTML form") in response to the 
request if no qualifying provider-selected message ("cookie," col. 6, lines 54-55) has 
been transmitted to the client program within at least one provider-selected interval (col. 
8, lines 26-33; col. 9, lines 3-8; col. 7, lines 16-20, wherein if no updated "cookie" has 
been transmitted from the provider to the client before the provider-selected expiration 
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date of the previous cookie, then the previous cookie is expired, and the provider 
transmits a provider-selected login HTML form to the client). 

In considering claim 4, claim 4 presents an apparatus for performing the same 
method as described in claim 3, wherein a server performs the receiving and 
transmitting steps. Shi discloses this server ("server"), and thus, claim 4 is rejected for 
the same reasons as claim 3. 

In considering claim 5, Shi further discloses that the request from the client 
program is by means of the HTTP ("HTTP request," col. 8, line 16). 

In considering claim 6, Shi further discloses transmitting the user-selected 
information if a qualifying provider-selected message has been previously transmitted to 
the client program (col. 9, lines 3-8, wherein if a cookie has already been transmitted to 
the client program, it is used to retrieve the Web document requested). 

In considering claim 7, Shi discloses a method of delivering information across a 
computer network, comprising the steps of: 

Receiving a request from a client program for user-selected information (col. 8, 
lines 16-18, wherein a server receives an HTTP request from a client browser); and 

Transmitting provider-selected information ("login HTML form") in response to the 
request if no qualifying provider-selected message ("cookie," col. 6, lines 54-55) has 
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been previously transmitted to the client program (col. 8, lines 26-33, wherein if no 
"cookie" has been transmitted from the provider to the client, then the provider transmits 
provider-selected login HTML form to the client); 

The provider-selected information causing the client program to transmit a 
second request for user-selected Information (col. 8, line 32 - col. 9, line 7, wherein the 
transmission of the login form to the client causes the client browser to later submit the 
filled in form, which, after authentication is complete, serves as the second request for 
the data). 

In considering claim 8, claim 8 presents an apparatus for performing the same 
method as described in claim 7, wherein a server performs the receiving and 
transmitting steps. Shi discloses this server ("server"), and thus, claim 8 is rejected for 
the same reasons as claim 7. 

In considering claim 9, Shi further discloses transmitting the requested user- 
selected information in response to the second request for user-selected information 
(col. 9, lines 3-8). 

In considering claim 10, Shi discloses a method for delivering information across 
a computer network comprising the steps of: 

Receiving an HTTP GET request from a client program for user-selected 
information (col. 8, lines 16-17); 
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Transmitting from a server a provider-selected information ("login HTML form") in 
response to the HTTP GET request (col. 8, lines 32-33); 

The provider-selected message causing the client program to transmit an HTTP 
POST request (i.e. the form on the browser is filled out and transmitted back to the 
server); and 

Transmitting the user-selected information in response to the HTTP POST 
request (col. 8, line 34 - col. 9, line 8, wherein the information is sent to the client after 
the authentication procedure is complete). 

In considering claim 1 1, Shi further discloses that the HTTP POST request 
includes a referrer header containing a URL for the server (col. 8, lines 33-46, wherein 
the POST request is sent to the server, and therefore contains its URL). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley Edelman whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
3041 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Glen Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 

For all correspondences: (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 




BE 

June 4, 2004 



